
 
Two of the tunes from Mebines-
sen are from a work by Jennifer 
Nelson, sister of Mel Nelson and 
in partnership wrote the lyrics1 

and produced the musical Hubert 
& Charlie. A musical about the 
trials of a Jewish immigrant, 
named Morris, and two African 
Americans named Hubert & Char-
lie in a river town circa 1955. 

 
As the liner notes from the album state: “Hubert & Charlie fea-
tures three Omahans—Morris Katz, Hubert Glover and Charlie 
Bell—who meet in this transitional 1955 river city. Although 
from two distinct communities, Jewish Omaha and colored 
Omaha, Morris, Hubert and Charlie share highly personal rela-
tionships with turis, that Yiddish word for woe, difficulty, mis-

ery. They best express and understand their tribulations 
through the blues, America’s universal yet uniquely African 
language of loss, love and longing, and through 2Klezmer mu-
sic-Eastern Europe’s wailing, laughing, sobbing songs of Jew-
ish identity.” 
 
1 Marilyn Nelson (sister #2)contributed lyrics as well.  
2Traditional secular music of Ashkenazi and Hasidic Jews. It is characterized by use 
of the accordion, fiddle and clarinet-used together at weddings and other celebrations.  

“All three characters are trying to make their mark on history 
so their deeds, as Hubert says, ‘Ain’t just wiped off the chalk-
board like yesterday’s spelling words.’”  
 
“Wrapped within their turis-tinged blues and Klezmer are core 

existential and emotional questions: Can these fellow travelers 
find a friend or commonality?  Can they shake the past or de-
feat mortality?  Can they leave positive traces on a community 
or future generations? 
 
Marvin McAllister, PhD 

Dramaturg 
 
Sit Down Please, from this musical, showcases the band mem-
bers Bobby Smith....Guitar, Mandolin, Harmonica; Wes Craw-
ford...Drums, Percussion, Cajon; David Whitten....Bass; Mel 
Nelson....Piano, Guitar, Mandolin, Conductor. 
 

Good Night Selma, is Morris’s lament which touches the long-
ing many of us have for closure or reconciliation with Life’s 
vagaries and vicissitudes.  
 
(From Mel Nelson’s Memorial on May 18th, 2014, Sacramento, 
CA) 

 
 

Melvin (Mel) Moton Nelson, Jr., 57, of East Haddam and for-
merly of Nashville, TN, and Los Angeles, CA, passed away un-
expectedly Sunday (April 13, 2014) at home. 
Born Nov. 17, 1956 at Mather Air Force base in Sacramento, 
CA, he was the son of the late Melvin, Sr. (Capt. USAF, ret.), 

and Johnnie (Mitchell) Nelson. 
 
Mel had worked as an IT consultant for many years, but his 
true calling, passion, and talent were found in his work as a 
freelance musician and composer. He was the consummate 
musician, able to play any instrument he picked up, but the 

instruments he came back to were piano and bass. He played 
and toured the U.S. and Europe with many bands and singers, 
toured the Caribbean playing in cruise ship bands, served as 
the first Music Director of a Japanese company of Cirque du 
Soleil, was Music Director of the Living Stage Theatre Com-
pany of Washington, D.C. and Music Director of the Red Lad-
der Theatre Company of San Jose, CA. Mel and his sister Jen-

nifer L. Nelson collaborated on a musical play, "Hubert and 
Charlie," which premiered at the Kennedy Center in Washing-
ton, DC.  
 
Known by his friends variously as Mel-Burger, Mewyn, Meb-
benesson, Nelvin, Meli, um-Smel, Melson, Cheesehead, Mr. 
Cheese, Mr. Ed, Hormone Dots, Mellioni, and Meltonius,  

he was much loved, and admired for his hearty laugh and his 
ability to spin wonderfully funny yarns about his life.  
 
He is survived by his daughter, Alicia Marie Piemme Nelson 
(18) a university student in Boston, MA, his two sisters, 

Marilyn Nelson of East Haddam, with whom he had recently 
made his home, and Jennifer L. Nelson of Washington, DC; his 
former wife, Marji Honeycutt Nelson, of Nashville, TN, his for-
mer partner, Karen Piemme, of San Jose, CA, and numerous 
extended family members, friends and colleagues.  
 
His music lives on. 
 

Musicians in Action Guild is indebted to the fine artists who 
contributed freely their original compositions and perform-
ances to this tribute album and we list them here: 
 
Dara Tucker on Beautiful Sun, with band members: 
Helen Sung...Piano, Donald Edwards...Drums, Peter Bern-
stein...Guitar, Greg Bryant...Bass/Producer, John Ellis and 

Alan Ferber....Horns  
 
Henry Robinett on My Amigo, with band members: 
Joe Gilman...Piano, Tommy Brechtlein... Drums, Josh 
Thurston-Milgrom...Bass, Dominic Edward Garcia... Percussion  
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JoJo Zawaii on You Left Too Soon: Composer and Pianist 
 
Sean Dennison on Loads of Hope: Composer, Vocalist 
Jon Statham...background vocals/producer. 
 

Lastly, I want to add my personal praise for Mel Nelson.  He 
many times made the Musicians in Action Guild showcases the 
association presented more lively and satisfying with his im-
promptu interludes, while acts were breaking down or setting 
up and the many times he artfully added to a performers act 
by accompanying them impromptu as well. As can be seen be-

low: 
 
 

Mel gave personalized classes on behalf of MIAG to Nashville 
musicians and this is an excerpt from success of one of the 
musicians: “This has been one of the most important pieces of 
learning I have ever done. It has certainly helped me deal with 
a debilitating case of stage fright. More than that, however, 

Mel has helped me realize the importance of interaction in 
communicating and performing comfortably. It was Mel’s 
warmth and affirmation that gave me the strength to get back 
on stage and keep going back.” A. K. (Scholastically trained 
guitarist) 
 

In memoriam: 
Fare thee well Mel 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
If you liked this back-story please 

email us at: 
 

publisher@velvetglovespub.com or 
musiciansinactionguild@gmail.com 

 
For more information and a  

chance to get more free music  
of Mel Nelson (Trio) 
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